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GLIMPSES OF PICTURESQUE PLACES 



By George Parsons Lathrop. 



With original illustrations by Harry Fetin, 

Many of our readers will recall Helen Hunt Jackson's delightful 
little book, years ago, named " Bits of Travel/' which gave in litera- 
ture what this handful of Harry Fenn's sketches conveys to 
us in graphic art. These, like those, open some long cov- 
ered loop-hole or little casement of memory, disclosing 
briefly, yet fresh as they were the first day, glimpses from 
old loiterings in foreign lands. 

Mr. Fenn is as well known to the world as some con- 
siderable portions of it are known to him ; which is saying 
a great deal. Although born in Richmond, Surrey, Eng- 
land, in 1S41, 
^ he must decid- 
edly be count- 
ed as an Amer- 
ican artist; 
since all his 
career has been made here and his works - 3/.' 

have been brought out and published 
here. All of which resulted from a 
sketching tour that brought him hither 
in 1 86 1, with the intention of remaining six months, and ended in his staying six 
years. The land won him and he, meanwhile, won an American wife. After two 




THE LOOKOUT. 
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THE GOLDEN SHELL. 
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CHARACTER SKETCHES. 



years more in Europe — half of that time being spent in Italy in the practice of 
water-color painting — he returned to the country of his choice and produced his 

first illustrated book, Whittier's 
"Snow Bound/' which was 
soon followed by the " Ballads 
of New England." 

In 1870 he made an extend- 
ed tour of the United States, 
gathering material for " Pict- 
uresque America." In 1873 
he accomplished a similar tour 
in Europe for " Picturesque 
Europe," and later went to 




MARGATE HARBOR. 



v" : *- 1 ■ K.J J 



the Orient with J. D. Wood- 
ward, making a long stay there 
in preparation for " Picturesque 
Palestine, Syria and Egypt." 
During some fourteen months 
of this long trip he never once 
slept under a roof. 

The faithful " Lookout " dog 




THE BARREL MAKERS. 
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WAITING FOR THE MASTER. 




OLD-FASHIONED KITCHEN. 



The Quarterly Illustrator 



169 




seems still to be await- 
ing the wanderer's re- 
turn. But this is all in 
recollection now, for 
Mr. Fenn long since 
came home ; leaving se- 
ductive regions like the 
Golden Shell — as the 
bay and city of Palermo 
are called — where 
Monte Pelegrino towers 
like a massive dream — 
note the drawing here. 
So, too, like living mile-stones 
half dozen Oriental figures stand 
the Lazy Men of the East, apparently divided as to taste and occupation between 
militarism and music. 

The humdrum and the purely useful have their picturesqueness to the artistic 

tourist's eye ; and so we pass 
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WEIR BOAT. 



on the traveller's track, these 
fixed ; not the Wise but rather 







S^^I. 






from the Orient to England's 
shore, and note with new 
surprise the interest attach- 
ing to a broad -beamed old 
hulk in Margate harbor ; or 
visit the barrel-makers, who 



WAY DOWN EAST 



busily "hoop her up " at the rate of 
fifty a day. Among the cosiest im- 
pressions of foreign journeys, also, are 
those solid, roomy kitchen interiors 
with wide fire-places and portly bake- 
oveiis, such as we here behold again. 
American Eastport traces itself in light- 
er, sketchier lines ; but how suggestive 
of English rivers is the old boat with 
fish- weir baskets, and how strong the 
lonely sea -washed Donegal head- 
land ! 

Mr. Fenn was one of the founders 
of the Water Color Society, and still, 
though busily engaged in illustrating, 
gives about one quarter of his time to 
water- color painting. 




CARRIGAN HEAD, DONEGAL. 



